
ADOPTED - JULY 25, 2023

AGENDA ITEM NO. 29
Introduced by the Law & Courts Committee of the:
INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RESOLUTION TO ADOPT AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE INGHAM COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE TO ADD A PROVISION TO ARTICLE IV AUTHORIZING THE ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER TO WAIVE CRIMINAL LIABILITY FOR FAILURE TO OBTAIN A LICENSE IF THE LICENSE IS OBTAINED BEFORE ARRAIGNMENT ON THE MISDEMEANOR CHARGE

RESOLUTION #23 - 342
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Animal Control Ordinance was adopted by the Board of Commissioners on September 18, 1972, and has subsequently been amended; and

WHEREAS, as a consequence of issues having arisen in the course of certain misdemeanor prosecutions, the Ingham County Prosecutor’s Office has requested that the Ordinance be further amended to clarify that the Animal Control Officer may waive criminal liability for failure to have a dog license where the license is obtained before arraignment on the misdemeanor charge, by adding a provision to that effect to Article IV, Section 1 of the Ordinance.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners shall adopt the Ordinance Amending the Ingham County Animal Control Ordinance, attached and incorporated by reference as Exhibit 1 to this Resolution, adding a provision to Article IV, Section 1.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator’s Office shall publish notice of the adoption of this amendment in a newspaper of general circulation in the County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the amended Ordinance shall take effect when notice of its adoption is published in a newspaper of general circulation in the County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an updated version of the Ingham County Animal Control Ordinance, as amended, will be compiled and published in hard copy and on the County’s internet website.
LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Polsdofer, Lawrence, Celentino, Trubac, Cahill, Pawar

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Johnson, Schafer     Approved  07/13/2023
INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
ORDINANCE AMENDING THE INGHAM COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE TO ADD A PROVISION TO ARTICLE IV AUTHORIZING THE ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER TO WAIVE CRIMINAL LIABILITY FOR FAILURE TO OBTAIN A LICENSE IF THE LICENSE IS OBTAINED BEFORE ARRAIGNMENT ON THE MISDEMEANOR CHARGE

ORDINANCE NO._____

An Ordinance to amend the Ingham County Animal Control Ordinance to clarify the standards for criminal liability, by adding certain ___ to Article IV.


THE PEOPLE OF THE COUNTY OF INGHAM, MICHIGAN, DO ORDAIN:

Section 1.  Purpose and Authority.  Deeming it advisable in the interest of the citizens of Ingham County, as authorized by Act 339 of 1919, as amended, being Section 287.261 et seq., of the Michigan Compiled Laws, the County of Ingham, Michigan, adopts this Ordinance amending the Ingham County Animal Control Ordinance. 

Section 2.  Amendment. Article IV, LICENSING AND VACCINATION, Sec. 1, of the Ingham County Animal Control Ordinance, is amended to read as follows:

Section 1. It shall be unlawful for any person to own any dog four (4) months old or over, unless the dog is licensed as hereinafter provided, or to own any dog four (4) months old or over that does not at all times wear a collar with a tag approved by the Director of the Michigan Department of Agriculture, attached, as hereinafter provided, except when engaged in lawful hunting accompanied by its owner; or for any owner of any female dog to permit the female dog to go beyond the premises of such owner when she is in heat, unless the female dog is held properly in leash; or for any person except the owner, to remove any collar and-or license tag from a dog; or for any owner to allow any dog, except working dogs such as leader dogs, farm dogs, hunting dogs, and other dogs, when accompanied by their owner, while actively engaged in activities for which such dogs are trained, to stray unless held properly in leash.  A violation of the license requirement of this section may be waived by the Animal Control Officer upon proof that a license has been obtained before arraignment on the charge.


Section 3.  Repeal.   All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed


Section 4.  Savings Clause.  This Ordinance does not affect rights and duties matured, penalties that were incurred, and proceedings that were begun, before its effective date.


Section 5.  Effective Date.   This Ordinance Amending the Ingham County Animal Control Ordinance shall take effect when notice of its adoption is published in a newspaper of general circulation in the County. 


I, Barb Byrum, Ingham County Clerk, certify that this Ordinance was adopted by the Ingham County Board of Commissioners and notice of its adoption was published in a newspaper of general circulation in the County on ______________________, 2023.






___________________________________






Barb Byrum, Ingham County Clerk

_______________________________

Ryan Sebolt, Chairperson 





Ingham County Board of Commissioners
